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FRONT COVER: Due to a shortage of available crews in the Bendigo district, 
a number of short haul freight operations have occurred on weekends utilising 
labour from V/Line Passenger. P23 powers through Eaglehawk heading a down 
empty container movement to Boort for the transportation of lucerne an 
export stock feed seasonally hauled by rail. Sun.1.3.98 Peer Weickhardt 


OPPOSITE: G527 along with back to back S class, 301-307 haul 9137 down empty 
grain over the Moorabool viaduct heading for Maryborough and beyond. 
Mon.2.2.98 


BACK COVER: Sporting its indigenous colours NR30 Warmi stands around the 
standard gauge turntable at South Dynon awaiting its next turn of service. 
Sun.25.1.98 Both photos Steve Munro 
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GENERAL NEWS 


A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


CALENDAR 


APRIL 
finxoacse] 
ANNIVERSARIES 


8th, 1963: Australia’s first bogie exchange centre 
opened at Dynon. (35) 

9th-12th, 1993: Easter Steam Festival. (5) 

12th, 1893: Riversdale - Fairfield Park line closed. 
105 

oe 1923: Electrification of Melbourne inner 
metropolitan railways completed. (75) 

15th, 1983: Royal Train to Ballarat for Prince and 
Princess of Wales. (15) 

20th, 1908: Fatal accident at Sunshine claimed 44 
lives. (90) 

21st-24th, 1973: Melbourne Steam Festival. (25) 

29th, 1993: First of new Sprinter railcars under 
test. (5) 

1908: First of two hospital cars (converted 
carriages) in service. (90) 

1928: First petrol-electric rail motor began 
operation. (70) 

ae ae station building opened at Mildura. 
20 

1978: During year, eighteen new Freight Centres 
opened. (20) 

MAY 
ee 
ANNIVERSARIES 


7th, 1973: Mr G F Brown, last Chairman of 
Commissioners retired. (25) 

8th, 1888: Opening of Royal Park - Collingwood 
line. (110) 

8th, 1888: Opening of Nicholson Street to 
Fitzroy line. (110) 

8th, 1888: Opening of Clifton Hill - Heidelberg 
line. (110) 

nee a Opening of Moe - Thorpdale line. 

110 

8th, 1888: Opening of Sale - Stratford Junction - 
Bairnsdale line. (110) 

8th, 1973: VR Board of seven members became 
governing body of railways. (25) 

10th, 1968: New Bendigo station buildings 
opened. (30) 

15th, 1888: Opening of Lilydale - Yarra Flats 
line. (110) 

22nd, 1933: Bay Excursion Pier - Station Pier, 
Port Melbourne line electrified. (65) 

25th, 1903: Opening of Hattah - Nowingi line. 
95 


( 
25th, 1953: Closure of Yarram - Woodside line. 
4 


5 
26th, 1978: Last Ballarat - Maryborough railcar 
school train service, operated with 153 hp 
Walker. (20) 
1883: First railmotor (Rowan Steam Car) in 
service. (115) 
JUNE 
[svsaawica 


ANNIVERSARIES 


3rd, 1978: Last Bendigo - Robinvale DERM rail 
motor service operated. (20) 

4th, 1988: Loco J515 recommissioned for service 
by SLSPG. (10) 

7th, 1858: Contract awarded for construction of 
Melbourne - Bendigo railway. (140) 

10th, 1928: Automatic signalling installed 
between North Melbourne and Macaulay. (70) 

lith, 1953: Last mixed train steamed along the 
Ovens Valley hauled by K164. (45) 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 
Up platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. 

Visitors welcome. (03) 9510 6146 


ARHS ARCHIVES 


Down platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 


= February-December. Visitors welcome. 
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INCREASED TRAIN 
LENGTHS 


On the Adelaide - Melbourne inter- 
state corridor 1,200 metre train trials 
have continued through January, and 
discussions are ongoing to lift these to 
1,300 metre and ultimately 1,500 metre. 
Between Parkes and Broken Hill trials 


to cross 1,500 metre trains are com-' 


plete, with some 1,800 metre trains 
running when loading warrants. 


NAMING OF NR120 


NR120 was named Taree by Hon Mark 
Vaile, Federal Minister for Transport 
and Regional Development, in the 
NSW north coast town on Wed. 
10.12.97. 
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GROWTH IN TRAILERAIL 
BUSINESS 


Trailerail is continuing to win business 
from road. Since October 1997 five new 
customers have come on board, all but 
one of the organisations had used rail 
as a method of transport. 

Prior to Christmas 1997 a westbound 
loading of 56 trailers was recorded on 
one train. 


PAINTING OF OLDER 
LOCOMOTIVES 


Tenders have been called for painting 
of various locomotives transferred to 
National Rail. These include AN, BL, 
DL, C and 81 class units, however the 
future of the ageing ex V/Line C class 
locos remains unclear. 


CLF1-ALF18 are pictured heading AM4/9754 up Toll Rail service about to go 
around the loop at North Geelong C box. Mon.2.2.98 Steve Munro 
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Above: Some of the ageing C class locomotives were briefly resurrected 
during January/February and visited visiting Melbourne. NR3-8171-C502 haul 
9623 down steel link freight pictured powering through Mangalore. 
Mon.2.2.98 Peter Foote 


Below: With both locomotives powering, ex Westrail units NB1873-NB1872 
disturb the peace at Benalla en route for future operation at Austrac Junee. 
Sun.15.2.98 Joe Hilton 


Nort EAST 
WORKINGS 
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THE CHILDREN’S NURSERY 


On 1 June 1933, the 


I. was located on the second floor 
of Flinders Street station and was 
established to encourage mothers to 
travel into the city by train to shop or 
attend to business 

The Nursery was managed and staf- 
fed by the VR Refreshment Services 
Branch and consisted of cot rooms, 
play rooms, a reception room, as well 
as a kitchen to prepare childrens’ food 
(see Note 1). Initially two staff manned 
the Nursery, a qualified Nursing Sister 
(who was in charge) and a Sister ex- 
perienced in infant welfare work. 

The Nursery proved to be very popular and was extended 
during 1934-35 (see Note 2) and again in 1935-36 (when an 
outdoor playground and sunroom were added). Staff num- 
bers were also increased and by 1936 there were six staff, 
including four Mothercraft Nurses. 

By the end of 1936-37, a total of 54,130 children had 
attended the Nursery after four years of continuous growth 
(see below). 


NUMBER OF CHILDREN THAT ATTENDED 
THE FLINDERS STREET NURSERY 
1932-33 to 1936-37 
Financial Annual 
Year Attendance 


Cumulative 
Attendance 


1932-33 396 396 
1933-34 8,907 9,303 


1934-35 
1935-36 
1936-37 


11,913 
13,783 
19,131 


21,216 
34,999 
54,130 


In approximately 1935, the VR purchased a special crockery 
for the Nursery which featured nursery rhymes and asso- 
ciated characters. Some of the rhymes on the bowls supplied 
were positioned to be partially or totally buried when they 
were filled, thereby encouraging children to eat the contents 
to fully uncover the rhyme. From photographic evidence, this 
special crockery appears to have been used in conjunction 
with the normal Refreshment Services Branch badged 
crockery. 

A special cloak and Nursery ticket costing 1 shilling (10 
cents) was introduced on 22 October 1936 (see Note 3). The 
ticket consisted of three sections — a top section that was 
attached to the pram or go-cart when it was cloaked at the 
originating suburban station, a middle piece that was handed 
in at the Nursery and entitled the holder to three hours of 
child care, and a bottom section that was used to pick up 
the pram or go-cart. 

When first opened, the hours of operation for the Nursery 
were: 

Monday to Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Public Holidays (excluding 

Christmas Day and Good Friday) 9.00 am to 6.00 pm 


From 4 June 1937, the Nursery closed at 6.00 pm on Fridays 
rather than 9.00 pm. 


9.00 am to 6.00 pm 
9.00 am to 9.00 pm 
9.00 am to 6.00 pm 


Victorian Railways (VR) 
opened a facility unique 
to Australia, and possibly 
the world — a railway 
operated Children’s Nursery 
for the exclusive use of 
rail travellers 


Chris Banger 


An Infantile Paralysis (Poliomyeli- 
tis) epidemic broke out in mid-1937, 
and it was decided to close the Nursery 
from 25 July 1937 to ensure that the 
disease was not spread. 

The Nursery was re-opened on 19 
April 1938 after the epidemic had 
ended. 

The VR modernised and increased 
the size of the Nursery during the 
nine months it was closed. The rooms 
were decorated with washable enamel 
finishes in pastel shades, whilst appro- 
priate murals were provided in the 
main rooms. Sound-proof cot rooms, a mother’s room and an 
additional roof top playground that was 62 feet (18.9 metres) 
long and 35 feet (10.7 metres) wide were also provided. The 
new playground incorporated two bird aviaries, a fish tank 
and additional toilets suitable for infants. 

During 1938-39, an average daily attendance of 81 was 
reached — a total annual attendance of approximately 20,000. 

Minor changes were always being made to the Nursery to 
ensure that it met the needs of the children. For instance, in 
mid-1941 the outdoor playground provided in 1935-36 was 
roofed over with corrugated asbestos cement sheeting, whilst 
an external catwalk was installed between the cot room and 
the outdoor play area provided in 1937-38 for fire escape 
purposes. 

On 26 January 1942, the Nursery was closed in case there 
was an air raid on Melbourne with Japan entering the Second 
World War. The Nursery had cared for over 120,000 children 
between 1933 and 1942 and according to the VR it was still 
enjoying a high degree of popularity at the time it closed. 

The vacant Nursery area was occupied during the war by 
the Commonwealth Land Transport Board team involved 
in the design of the Australian Standard Garratt (ASG). 

The Nursery was not re-opened after the war on account of 
there being insufficient space within Flinders Street and other 
(un-identified) reasons. It is believed that the area was used 
by the Metropolitan District Engineer and his support staff 
in the immediate post war period. 


THE NURSERY SITE TODAY 
(OCTOBER 1997) 


A visit to the site of the Nursery today reveals little of its past 
use. The former reception room, store and office have been 
extensively rebuilt and now form a single office used by Met 
Train staff (this area is known as Room 208). 

The open air playground completed in 1936-37 is covered 
by airconditioning equipment, whilst any sign of the play- 
ground added in 1937-38 has been obliterated by steel roofing 
installed as a part of the Swanston Street Concourse modern- 
isation works of the 1980s. 

Most of the kitchen area has been taken by a stairwell (pre- 
sumably added in the 1980s in conjunction with the Swanston 
Street Concourse works) and the former children’s changing 
room now serves as a staff amenities room (the door installed 
to access the open air playground is still in place). 

The cot registration room is currently a dis-used office 
(Room 206), whilst the former cot rooms appear to be used 
by electrical mechanics (Rooms 201, 202, 203 and 204). The 
former mothers’ room (Room 205) appears to be dis-used. 


CHARGE PER CHILD TO USE THE NURSERY 
28 September 1936 

6 pence for one hour. 

3 pence for each additional hour or part thereof. 

The maximum charge was 2 shillings. 
17 March 1941 

1 shilling for the first two hours or part thereof. 

4 pence for each additional hour or part thereof. 

The maximum charge (exclusive of food or extras) was 

2 shillings and 6 pence per day. 


NOTES 


1. Mothers could order food for children whilst they attended the 
Nursery. There was quite a range of substantial and light refresh- 
ments available, including: 

Lamb and vegetables with stewed fruit and custard 
Milk arrowroot biscuits with a cup of Lady Talbot milk 
Biscuits with orange juice 


. The exact extent of the alterations undertaken in 1934-35 are 
unknown, although they must of been extensive given that a new 
external fire escape for the Nursery was installed at the same time 
that extended into the Cloak Room below. 


. This ticket had been withdrawn by 22 April 1938 for unknown 
reasons. 
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Sister Northcott with two babies in one of the 
cot rooms in July 1935 


The exact location of this photo is unclear. It is 
believed to be the play room in 1935 that was 
later divided into two rooms, namely the 
kitchen and the children’s changing room, during 
the alterations completed in 1937-38 
Both photos courtesy of the PIC 
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Victorlan Railways 


CHILDREN’S NURSERY 
106551 


insincere Nursery charge | ...... 


sarscscsioneaeeaeic cancers Extras 


ORDERS :— 


Breast-fed 

Bottle due 

Broth 

Vegetables and Gravy 
Roast Lamb and Vegetables 
Custard 

Apples 

Milk 

Biscuits and Milk - 
Orange Juice and Biscuits — 
Sleep 

Rompers 


1567-38f 


ees 


NEWSRAIL Apri! 1998 


i 


Mothers need have no 
fear in leaving their child- 
ren at the Nursery. No 
child showing signs of ill- 
ness will be admitted and 
if any young visitor to 
the Nursery should ex- 
hibit doubtful symptoms 
he or she will be 
mediately isolated. Each 
room is in the care of a 
nurse trained in infant 
welfare and practised in 
the handling of children. 

It can be safely claimed 
that no child is out of the 
sight of a nurse during its 
stay in the Nursery. The 

superintend the 
restore the com- 
posure of the young, shy 
toddlers suddenly con- 
fronted by this staggering 
new world of toys, and 
gently straighten out the 
difficulty when Willie and 
little Bobby and, perhaps, 
little Jessie all want the 
same rubber elephant or 
toy-motor car. 


Extracts from the Children’s Nursery 
publicity brochure 


Below: A special Cloak and Nursery 
ticket 


Victorian Railways 


CHILDREN’S NURSERY 
Ne 106551 


TRIS NEE sarc cccconesnssrrsaccrirnonmrinnin 


ORDERS :— 
Breast-fed 
Bottle due 
Broth 
Vegetables & Gravy 
Roast Lamb & Vegs 
Custard 
Apples 
Milk 
Biscuits and Milk 
Orange Juice & Biscuit 
Sleep 
Rompers 


Victorian Railways 


CHILDREN’S NURSERY 
No 106551 


Telephone: MY 210 
Railways Extension 1329 


The Nursery is open from 
9 am. to 6 p.m. 


(Sundays, Christmas Day and 
Good Friday excepted) 


: CHARGES:— 


Each child for the first two hours 
or part thereof, I /-; for each ad- 
ditional hour or part thereof, 4d ; 
maximum daily charge (exclusive 
of food and extras) 2/6... 


Produce this 
When Claiming Child 
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Children enjoying milk arrowroot biscuits and a cup of Lady Talbot milk during their stay at the nursery. 
Note the special crockery with nursery rhyme characters and the VR standard issue bibs. 


The outdoor playground in 1935. This area today is covered with airconditioning equipment. 
Both photos courtesy of the PIC 
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SEAT RESERVATIONS IN VICTORIA 
1917-1997 
— A brief history — 


From 12 March 1917, 


l: innovation, also known as 


passengers travelling on the 


8.00 am Spencer Street to Serviceton 
seat booking, was introduced primarily 4.30 pm Melbourne - — Tuesdays to Saturdays — 
to reduce congestion at platform ai Adelaide, 5.00 pm a eae aloun [ 
riers and carriage doors on heavily x _ eaufort or stations beyon 
patronised services prior to departure Melbourne - Albu ? 8.20 am Spencer Street to Port Fairy 
(a problem on most interstate services Sydney, and 7.54 am Albury (The Flier) — Mondays to 
at this time). It also guaranteed pas- - Melbourne express trains Saturdays — for passengers 
sengers a seat in a position that best aa ; travelling to stations be- 
suited their requirements, i.e., facing were offere the option of yond Geelong 
Hy direction of travel, a seat, reserving their seats for the 8.30 am ee seacai a 

; tment . . reat Northern Limited) — 
Tenn Sm first time Mondays to Saturdays 
Prior to 1917, reservations could 8.45 am Spencer Street to Serviceton 
only be made for sleeping berths on : — Mondays only — for pas- 
the Adelaide and Mildura trains, and Chris Banger sengers travelling to Beau- 


seats in the parlor car attached to the 

Sydney express train. The reservation of sleeping berths was 
introduced when the inter-colonial service between Mel- 
bourne and Adelaide commenced in January 1887, whilst 
it had been possible to reserve one of the thirty-three seats 
in the parlor car since it was introduced on 31 October 1906 
(see Note 1). 

The ability to reserve seats was greatly appreciated by inter- 
state passengers, and by the end of June 1917 about 22% of 
total seating capacity was being reserved on those trains it was 
available. This had grown to 66% by the end of the 1917/18 
financial year. 

This response encouraged the VR to extend the seat book- 
ing system to the 4.00 pm Melbourne to Albury, and 4.50 pm 
Melbourne to Bendigo express trains from January 1918. 
Unfortunately, it was not as well received on these services, 
and the system was discontinued during the 1918/19 financial 
year for the 4.50 pm Bendigo train. 

The popularity of seat booking continued to grow through 
the 1920s, and by May 1930, it was available on the following 
interstate and intrastate services. 


COMPULSORY SEAT BOOKINGS 
(including Sleeping Berths on the Overland) 


7.30 am Albury to Spencer Street (Sydney Limited) — Sun- 

days only 

4.30 pm Spencer Street to Adelaide (Overland) — Mondays, 
Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays 

5.30 pm Spencer Street to Albury/Sydney (Sydney Limited) 


— Mondays to Sundays 


OPTIONAL SEAT BOOKINGS 


6.30 am Spencer Street to Albury — Mondays to Saturdays 
— for passengers travelling to stations beyond 
Seymour 


7.35 am Spencer Street to Tocumwal/Cobram — Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays — for passengers 
travelling to stations beyond Seymour 

7.55 am* Flinders Street to Bairnsdale — Mondays to Satur- 


days — for passengers travelling to stations beyond 
Warragul 


fort or stations beyond 

4.00 pm Spencer Street to Albury — express to Albury — 
Mondays to Saturdays 

430 pm Spencer Street to Adelaide (Overland) — Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays 

4.30 pm Flinders Street to Sale/Bairnsdale — Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays — for passengers travel- 
ling to stations beyond Warragul 

4.45 pm Spencer Street to Warrnambool — Mondays to 
Saturdays — for passengers travelling to stations 
beyond Geelong. [This train was extended to Port 
Fairy on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. 

4.50 pm Spencer Street to Bendigo (Bendigo Express) — 
Mondays to Saturdays 

5.06 pm Spencer Street to Adelaide [2nd Division] 
days, Thursdays and Saturdays 

5.30 pm Spencer Street to Mildura — Mondays to Saturdays 
— for passengers travelling to Simson and stations 
beyond 

*Bookings were also probably accepted for the 8.38 am train that ran 

non-stop between Caulfield and Warragul on Mondays and Fridays 

and connected with the Bairnsdale train at Warragul. 


— Mon- 


Eleven years later, the range of trains on which seat book- 
ing was available had not changed a great deal, as illustrated 
by the page reproduced from the VR Public Time Table of 
17 March 1941. 

Reservations up until 1957 were controlled through several 
areas, including the Victorian Government Tourist Bureau 
(VGTB) in Melbourne (see Note 2), and the Booking Offices 
at Spencer Street and Flinders Street stations. Spencer Street 
and the VGTB accepted reservations for all trains, expect for 
the Eastern line, whilst Flinders Street accepted reservations 
for Eastern line trains only. Spencer Street and the VGTB 
were each allocated their own block of seats on trains to 
minimise the risk of seats being double booked. 

In addition, the Rail Transport Officer (RTO) at Spencer 
Street station (see Note 3) held a small allocation of seats/ 
berths on interstate trains, whilst all group travel was handled 
at a further location in Head Office. Allocations of seats/ 


berths on interstate trains departing Melbourne were also 
held by reservation offices in Adelaide, Brisbane, Perth and 
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Sydney. These allocations were varied according to expected 
demand (interstate bookings were extremely time consum- 
ing at this time, as a return booking to Perth would require a 
reservation on eight separate services). 


CENTRALISING THE RESERVATIONS 
PROCESS 1957-1980 


Spreading the reservations function across several locations 
had a number of drawbacks, and it was realised by the mid- 
1950s that the following benefits would be generated by 
centralising the function into the one location: 


™ ensure an equal booking opportunity for everybody in 
strict order of application. 

™ minimise the risk of error. 

= minimise the number of telephone calls. 

= minimise the time delay to passengers making reserva- 
tions. 

= facilitate the planned new booking service to the country 
from most suburban stations. 

= enable the VR to give approved travel agencies the facility 
to book rail travel. 


On 2 September 1957, a new Centralised Reservation 
Bureau (CRB) was opened at 67 Spencer Street (VR Head 
Office) that took over the reservation functions from Spencer 
Street, Flinders Street and the VGTB. 

The CRB was accommodated on a mezzanine floor built 
specifically for the bureau in the former central entrance foyer 
of the Head Office building. This entrance had been perma- 
nently closed to accommodate the bureau (it was not being 
used extensively by either the public or staff at the time it was 
closed). The area beneath the CRB was used by staff dealing 
with carriage allotments, train compositions and associated 
matters (this section was known as the Cars Office and is 
today located in a cabin within Spencer Street Yard). 

The following information on the CRB was extracted from 
an article that appeared in the November 1957 issue of VR 
Newsletter: 

The Central Reservation Bureau, recently established in Head 
Office, allots all sleeping berth and seat reservations. With its air- 
conditioning, sound proofing and modern decor it is symbolical 
of the modernized railway system developing from Operation 
Phoenix. 

Previously, these reservations were made at the Victorian Gov- 
ernment Tourist Bureau and at Spencer Street and Flinders Street 
stations. Considerable telephoning was often necessary between 
these points — with consequent delay to the public and increased 
risk of error. 

Under the new system, intending train passengers will con- 
tinue to obtain their tickets at the abovementioned points and 
for Victorian travel only, at most suburban stations. Officers at 
these locations will make the bookings by telephone with the 
Central Bureau. 

An important feature of the new office is the special telephone 
system which, by directing calls into whatever line is vacant and 
enabling them to be switched from one clerk to another, ensures a 
minimum of delay to callers. [This feature does not appear to 
have been installed until the telephone system was modified in 
1966.] 

Sound proofing of the office is helped by a special rubber com- 
pound beneath the linoleum, and sound absorbing material on 
the ceiling. Colour scheme is primrose walls, off-white ceiling, 
grey panelling, and stair rails and tables trimmed in red. 


The CRB from the beginning was linked by dedicated 
phone lines with the reservation offices of the New South 
Wales Railways and the South Australian Railways in Sydney 
and Adelaide respectively. These lines were later extended 
through to the reservation bureaus in Brisbane (Queensland 
Railways) and Perth (Western Australian Government Rail- 
ways). 


There were five phone numbers used to contact the CRB 
that were each allocated to a specific type of reservation, i.e., 
one line would connect the clerk handling Sydney line seat 
reservations, whilst another line would connect the clerk 
handling Perth reservations. This frequently resulted in 
certain clerks being overwhelmed with calls, whilst other 
clerks were relatively quiet. 


From 1 June 1960, Flinders Street station was able to reserve 
seats and berths on any intrastate or interstate train, whereas 
previously it only handled reservations for the Eastern and 
South Eastern lines. Spencer Street from the same date was 
able to make reservations for the Eastern and South Eastern 
lines in addition to the services it normally handled. These 


reservations were, of course, made by these stations phoning 
the CRB. 


Little changed in the CRB until early 1966, when the 
console panels were modified to display all incoming calls, 
irrespective of the reservation required. Consequently, all 
clerks had access to incoming calls, irrespective of the reserva- 
tion required. This resulted in considerable confusion within 
the relatively small confines of the Bureau, with reservation 
clerks frequently having to leave their allotted position to 
access the required reservation diagram. 


A system of electrically monitoring telephone calls in the 
order received was also installed at the same time. As a part of 
the system, a flashing light was mounted on a board in front 
of each reservation clerk which indicated which call should 
be taken. A warning buzzer was fitted which sounded if a call 
was taken out of order. 


By mid-1967, reservations could be made on selected trains 
serving Adelaide, Albury, Bairnsdale, Bendigo, Daylesford, 
Dimboola, Horsham, Mansfield, Mildura, Numurkah, Port 
Fairy, Sale, Serviceton, Swan Hill, Sydney, Tocumwal, Traral- 
gon, Warrnambool, and Yarram (See the pages reproduced 
from the VR Public Time Table of 1 May 1967 for details). The 
only trains on which seat booking was compulsory were the 
Intercapital Daylight, Overland, Southern Aurora, and Spirit 
of Progress. 


Generally, calls for interstate destinations predominated 
the CRB, and could account for as much as 80% of all incom- 
ing calls on anormal day. Intrastate reservations only featured 
in the periods approaching and during holidays, but even 
then they would only account for 30 to 40% of all calls. This 
mix of calls continued until seat reservation became compul- 
sory on long distance intrastate trains in October 1981. 


The CRB was relocated to the basement of 67 Spencer 
Street in 1969 to a position that was almost directly under the 
location it had used since 1957. The new room for the bureau 
was 84 feet (25.6 metres) long with an average width of 23 feet 
(7 metres), and was formed by removing the partition walls 
between several rooms. An internal stairway with a fireproof 
door was provided to link the CRB with other sections of the 
Train Services Division on the ground floor. The following is 
a description of the new facility taken from an article that 
appeared in the October 1969 issue of VR Newsletter: 


The new room will provide adequate space for the 50 per cent 
increase of staff needed for peak periods, and will enable im- 
proved methods of operation and communication to be installed. 

A new feature will be a specially designed circular desk, 14 feet 
[4.3 metres], in diameter, at which 12 clerks will sit, each with his 
own telephone call indicator and switches. At the centre of 
the desk will be a rotating rack holding more than 3,000 booking 
diagrams. The rack will be in continual rotation, driven by an 
electric motor, so that it will not be necessary — as it frequently 
is now — for a clerk to leave his chair to obtain a diagram. [The 
reservation clerk would pull a diagram out as it went past and 
write in the reservation. The diagram would then be placed back 
into its allocated slot as it rotated back past the clerk. The rack 


oe NEWSRAIL Apri/ 1998 TO] 


rotated in a clockwise direction and could be stopped if required, 

although stopping the rack was strongly discouraged. This sys- 

tem was the first in Australia, and was based on a Japanese model. 

There were a total of twelve installations similar to the VR one in 

use in Japan at the time. The rotating rack was also common in 

North America from the late 1950s onwards]. 

There will be individual auxiliary desks for six more clerks 
required for special traffic. 

Mechanical ventilation will give frequent changes of air, while 
sealed windows and sound absorbing ceiling tiles will eliminate 
much noise. Lighting will be of a high intensity, and evenly 
distributed. 

New and improved communications will considerably facili- 
tate the work of the Bureau. Internal telephone facilities will give 
complete inter-communication between all staff in the Bureau. 
This will expedite the handling of special bookings and peak 
traffic. 

It will be possible to answer any call from any desk in the room. 
This will obviate one clerk being over-loaded with calls while 
others are available to answer them. 

All incoming calls will be answered strictly in the order in 
which they are received. There will be room for 24 calls in the 
queue. 

Each clerk will have in front of him an indicator panel showing 
the number of calls waiting to be answered. The call at the head 
of the queue will be shown by a flashing light. 

The new system was fully com- 
missioned on Monday, 17 November 
1969. 

The rotating rack was originally fit- 
ted with a siren and yellow flashing 
light that were both activated when 
the number of calls waiting in the 
queue exceeded a set limit. The siren 
was quickly removed after it was reali- 
sed that the deafening roar only served 
to distract operators from their tasks. 

Each reservation diagram was held 
in a coloured folder inserted in slots in 
the rotating rack. The rack had two 
levels — the bottom held diagrams for 
each day of the coming month, whilst the top held diagrams 
beyond the month held on the lower level. (Bookings for 
interstate journeys could be made up to twelve months in 
advance, whilst intrastate bookings could be made up to three 
months in advance. All these diagrams were held in the rack.) 
Folder colours represented certain trains to make it easier 
for reservation clerks to recognise the diagram as it passed. 
The colours used were: 

White Down Southern Aurora 

Mauve Up Southern Aurora 

Dark Blue Down Spirit of Progress 

Yellow Up Spirit of Progress 

Red Intercapital Daylight in both directions 


Orange Sleepers between Melbourne and Perth in both 
directions, including the Overland 
Green Overland First and Economy class seats in both 


directions 
Light Blue Mildura and Northern District trains (and pre- 
sumably Western District trains) 
Brown Eastern and South Eastern District trains 
Fawn North Eastern and South Western District 
trains 
A diagram clerk ensured that the folders were kept up to 
date. This clerk also examined the diagrams daily for the next 
seven days to make sure that adequate carriage capacity was 
rostered to meet expected demand. Every Wednesday, the 
interstate reservation diagrams were reviewed for the next 
fourteen days in conjunction with the other rail systems. 
Train consists would then be varied if it was felt that insuf- 


The rotating rack was 
originally fitted with a siren 
and yellow flashing light 
that were both activated 
when the number of calls 
waiting in the queue exceeded 
a set limit 


ficient capacity was being provided. Interstate trains were 
generally built up from the middle, for instance, the Southern 
Aurora in the late 1970s had a base sleeping car consist of Car 
Nos. 3 (NAM), 4 (LAN), 5 (DAM), 6 (LAN), 7 (NAM) and 
8 (LAN). Car No.9 (NAM) would be added first, followed 
by 10 (LAN), 2 (LAN) and 1 (NAM). 

From 1 October 1970, the deposit booking service that had 
been available from Melbourne to Perth or Alice Springs 
became available for all interstate journeys. This facility 
enabled intending passengers to make a reservation up to 
twelve months in advance of the intended date of travel 
after paying a $5 deposit. The full fare then had to be paid 
no later than one calendar month prior to travelling. The 
reservation was automatically cancelled and was made avail- 
able to other passengers if the full fare was not paid by the 
due date. 

At about the same time, all bookings for rail travel 
throughout Australia from Tasmania were forwarded dir- 
ectly to the CRB rather than the VGTB for processing. This 
change quickly doubled the number of rail bookings handled 
by the CRB that originated from Tasmania. 

All applications for seat reservations up until the early 
1970s were made in person at a railway station, the VGTB 
(also known as Victour by the beginning of the 1970s), or at 
an authorised travel agent. No facili- 
ties existed for the public to make a 
direct application by phone to the 
CRB. This situation caused consider- 
able criticism and placed the railways 
at a distinct disadvantage when com- 
pared to the ease of making an airline 
reservation. 

This issue was addressed by instal- 
ling a manual switchboard in the CRB 
and introducing a direct phone line for 
the public (62 0771) in early 1973. This 
new feature was widely publicised and 
dramatically increased the number of 
calls being handled by the CRB 
(almost 4,000 calls daily could be handled during peak 
periods following the introduction of the ‘dial-a-booking’ 
service). 

Payment by cheque through the mail for tickets was an- 
other innovation introduced in the CRB in conjunction with 
the direct public line. Tickets could then be returned by certi- 
fied mail, or alternatively could be collected from any railway 
station selling the same type of ticket. 

The separate fee charged for interstate seat reservations 
was absorbed into the base fare structure in 1974. It is believed 
that this was done to make fare calculations for interstate 
journeys easier. A separate fee of 30 cents continued to be 
charged to reserve seats for journeys within Victoria. 

The RTO was withdrawn from Spencer Street in the mid- 
1970s, and the work formerly performed by this position was 
taken over by the CRB. Consequently the CRB handled travel 
arrangements for the Defence Forces that did not necessarily 
require a seat to be reserved, such as ticketing. Ticketing 
needs were Telexed by the Department of Defence through 
to the CRB, who then authorised the nominated origin 
station to issue the relevant ticket/s. A further two positions 
were established within the CRB to meet the increased work- 
load that this change generated. 


A road coach service running between Melbourne and 
Hamilton via Ballarat and Skipton (operated by Ansett 
Roadways on behalf of the VR) commenced on 1 July 1975. 
It was compulsory to reserve seats on this service, and it 
was the first VR road service on which seat reservation was 
available. 
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The Central Reservations 
Bureau on 23.9.57, twenty-one 
days after it was opened. 
Supervisor Tom Gardiner is 
standing in the background. 
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An overview of the Central 
Reservations Bureau on 8.12.69 
with the rotating rack in the 
background and supporting staff 
in the foreground. The manager 
of the CRB sat at the desk on 
the left hand side of the room. 


The rotating rack in the Central 
Reservations Bureau on its first 
day of operation on 17.11.69. 
The two men standing to the 
right of the rack in suits are VR 
commissioners George Brown 
and Leslie Reynolds. The 
reservations clerk in the 
foreground about to accept a 
phone call is Jack Kennedy. 
Note the two clerks behind Mr 
Kennedy recording reservation 
details on diagrams they have 
taken out of the rack, and the 
clerk to the left of Mr Kennedy 
removing a folder containing 

a diagram 

All photos courtesy of the PTC 


THE NEW DEAL AND RESERVATIONS 
1981-1992 


On 4 October 1981, a number of changes designed to reverse 
declining patronage were introduced for intrastate country 
passenger services, including increased service frequency 
and faster journey times. This package of innovations was 
marketed under the title of “The New Deal’. 

A major operational change of ‘The New Deal’ was fixed 
consist working of three or four cars per train, 1.e., train con- 
sists were no longer individually tailored to demand and were 
worked with a rigid number of vehicles. Seat reservation 
became compulsory on long distance intrastate trains (See 
Note 4) in conjunction with this change for the following 
reasons: 


= The operational arm of the VR would not accept fixed 
consist working without some means of ensuring that 
demand did not exceed available capacity. Many of 
the senior managers of the time remembered the public 
criticism of the VR from the late 1940s and early 1950s 
when it was common for trains to depart Melbourne with 
standees, (including the Over/and,) and felt reluctant to 
support the concept of fixed carriage consists without 
some means of avoiding overcrowding. 

The size of the fleet could be reduced as improved rolling- 
stock utilisation, combined with the ability to manage 
demand through the reservation system, made a large 
number of carriages surplus (see Note 5). 


A computerised reservation system running off the 
‘Facom’ mainframe computer at Head Office was introduced 
to meet the higher demand for reservations (estimated to 
escalate from a daily average of between 1,200 and 1,300 on 
a normal day prior to October 1981 to a daily average of 
between 2,000 and 2,500 with the service changes. It is worth- 
while noting that the record number of reservations handled 
under the old manual system in a single day was 4,210). This 
new system was known as the Victorian InterCity Reser- 
vation and Enquiry System, or simply as VicRes, and was 
accessed through computer terminals provided as a part of 
the system in the CRB, Spencer Street station, Flinders Street 
station, and major country stations (these stations as a result 
were no longer required to telephone the CRB to make a 
reservation). VicRes was commissioned in three stages: 


Stage 1 4 October 1981 All InterCity stations except 
Bendigo 

Mildura line sleeping car and 
Motorail bookings 

Seat reallocation due to changes 


in train composition 


Stage 2 26 February 1982 


Stage 3 29 June 1982 


The terminals allocated to the CRB (thirteen in number) 
were installed in the same room in the basement at 67 Spencer 
Street as the rotating rack (also known by the late 1970s as the 
carousel). The rotating rack continued to be used until mid- 
1982, when Stage 4 (Interstate reservations) was fully imple- 
mented (it is believed that the rack was last used on Saturday, 
19 June 1982). The computerisation of the interstate reser- 
vations was implemented on a weekend, with thousands of 
interstate reservations being transferred from the manual 
plans to the computer before the changeover. The rotating 
rack was used up to the close of business on the Saturday, and 
was then dismantled and removed. Interstate reservations 
were handled through the computer system from the start 
of business on the following day. VicRes became known as 
AusRes with the commissioning of Stage 4, and was simul- 
taneously adopted by both Australian National and Westrail. 


There were twenty-nine people working in the CRB by the 


time AusRes was fully operational. 
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Only seven country stations (Bairnsdale, Horsham, Mil- 
dura, Shepparton, Swan Hill, Warrnambool and Wodonga) 
were equipped with terminals when Stage 1 of VicRes was 
commissioned in October 1981 on account of the strict dead- 
line for the introduction of the new timetable, however by 
December 1981 a further eight had VicRes terminals (Ballarat, 
Benalla, Bendigo, Geelong, Sale, Seymour, Traralgon and 
Wangaratta). 

Both the State Rail Authority (SRA) of NSW (see Note 6) 
and Queensland Rail introduced their own computer reserva- 
tion systems in the early 1980s. The SRA used a Unisys based 
system, whilst Queensland Rail used an IBM system. Each 
rail system installed each others computer system in their 
respective Reservation Bureaus to provide easy access to seat 
booked trains throughout Australia (the CRB in Melbourne 
as a result had AusRes, Unisys and IBM terminals). NSW 
ultimately placed all Indian Pacific reservations on the Aus- 
Res system to complete the link for this train with Australian 
National and Westrail. 


The number of reserved services grew throughout the 
1980s as new road coach services featuring compulsory seat 
reservation became a part of the network, including: 


Date introduced 
30 April 1984 

2 December 1984 
2 September 1985 
27 October 1985 


Service 

Melbourne - Mildura 

Speedlink (Albury - Adelaide) 
Murray Express (Albury - Mildura) 
Melbourne - Shepparton - Tocumwal 
Daylink (Dimboola - Adelaide) 9 December 1985 
Canberra Link (Wodonga - Canberra) 27 April 1987 
Sapphire Coast Link (Bairnsdale - Bega)* 20 February 1989 
Capital Link (Bairnsdale - Canberra) 20 February 1989 


*This service was extended to Narooma from 30 October 1989. 


The CRB was relocated from the basement at 67 Spencer 
Street to Level 2 at 589 Collins Street in about November 1985 
as a part of the relocation ofall V/Line activities into the new 
State Transport Authority head office (see Note 7). 


By October 1988, a further 14 country stations had been 
provided with AusRes terminals (Ararat, Camperdown, Cast- 
lemaine, Cobram, Colac, Euroa, Hamilton, Kerang, Moe, 
Morwell, Portland, Stawell, Terang and Warragul), thereby 
avoiding the need for these locations to ring an AusRes 
terminal equipped location for a reservation. 


The CRB was equipped with a new, fully automatic tele- 
phone exchange (known as an ACD or Automatic Call 
Distributor) in March 1989. This did away with the need for 
outside calls to pass through the manual exchange before 
reaching the CRB. 


V/Line Access (see separate article) and the CRB were 
combined in mid-1989. Customers could now obtain service 
information and make a reservation in a single phone call, 
rather than the two previously required. 


The CRB employed a total of 59 staff following the amal- 
gamation of the two areas. Generally, 29 staff were on duty at 
any one time to handle the average number of 3,500 weekday 
calls (1,500 of which would have previously been handled 
by W/Line Access). By this stage, AusRes terminals were avail- 
able at 32 country stations (The 29 previously mentioned, 
plus Echuca, Korumburra and Woodend), Spencer Street and, 
five metropolitan stations (Box Hill, Dandenong, Flinders 
Street, Frankston, and Museum). 


From 20 November 1989, passengers were able to ring the 
reservations area, book a seat, and then for the first time pay 
for the ticket over the phone by quoting their credit card 
number. They then had a choice of the tickets being posted 
out, or being available at the station prior to their train 
departing. 
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The reservations system was modified from 25 September 
1990 to allow up to ten people without reservations to join a 
fully booked train if there was no other service on that day to 
their destination. Passengers travelling in this situation had 
a special tag attached to their ticket indicating that a seat 
would not be available for all or part of their journey. 

A seat reservation fee of $2 per transaction was levied for 
adult passengers ($1 for concession travellers) from 10 March 
1991 and this was included in the calculation of the fare. No 
reservation fee had been charged since 4 October 1981, 
although InterCity fares had been higher than InterUrban 
fares for a number of years until the end of the 1980s. This 
allowed for the additional benefits of using an InterCity 
train, including the ability to reserve a seat, on-train catering 
and better rollingstock. This fee was abolished in October 
1991. 

In October 1991, the AusRes system was replaced by the 
new TRAINS combined ticketing, reservation and accounting 
system (see Note 8). All rail systems moved over and aban- 
doned their old systems at this time, except for Westrail, who 
continued to use their existing system for intrastate reser- 
vations only. 


SERVICE CHANGES AND RESERVATIONS 
TODAY -— 1993-1997 


Extensive service changes in mid-1993 saw the number of 
services requiring seat booking decline. The three long dis- 
tance rail services (Albury, Sale and Swan Hill) provided by 
V/Line Passenger continued to be seat booked, whilst the two 
privately operated long distance train services ceased to be 
booked — Hoys (Shepparton rail service) from 22 August 
1993 and West Coast Rail (Warrnambool rail service) from 
3 October 1993. 

By 13 October 1996, V/Line Passenger was operating 970 
intrastate rail services (including the Stony Point line) and 
1,044 road coach services (including the interstate services to 
Canberra, Mount Gambier and the Sapphire Coast) each 
week. A total of 95 intrastate rail (approximately 10% of the 
total) and 258 road coach services een 25% of 
the total) featured compulsory reservations. In addition, the 
28 Countrylink XPT services operated on the Sydney cor- 
ridor, and the 14 Australian National Overland services 
operated on the Adelaide corridor each week all featured 
compulsory seat and sleeping berth reservations. 

In detail, the following V/Line Passenger services featured 
compulsory seat reservation as at October 1996: 


Rail Services 


All Albury trains (39 services per week) 

All Echuca trains (2 per week) 

All Sale trains (38 per week) 

All Swan Hill trains (14 per week) 

The Friday only 5.42 pm Melbourne to Bendigo train 
(1 per week) 

The Friday only 9.20 am Bendigo to Melbourne train 
(1 per week) 


Road Coach Services 


= Melbourne - Mildura via North Shore (12 services per 
week) 

Geelong - Warrnambool [Sunday service] (4 per week) 
Bendigo - Mildura [Sunlink] (14 per week) 

Swan Hill - Mildura (14 per week) 

Bendigo - Kerang (2 per week) 

Bendigo - Swan Hill (2 per week) 

Melbourne - Barham via Heathcote and Cohuna 

(14 per week) 

= Melbourne - Moama via Heathcote (3 per week) 


Melbourne - Moama via Shepparton (6 per week) 
Melbourne - Deniliquin via Heathcote (14 per week) 
Albury - Adelaide [Speedlink] (14 per 1). 

Albury - Mildura [Murray Link] (6 per week) 

Albury - Kerang [Murray Link] (2 per week) 

Kerang - Mildura [Murray Link] (2 per week) 

Bendigo - Adelaide [Daylink] (14 per week) 
Melbourne - Albury [Friday service] (2 per week) 
Melbourne - Mansfield (29 per week) — snow season only 
Melbourne - Tocumwal (10 per week) 

Melbourne - Shepparton [Sunday service] (2 per week) 
Seymour - Cobram (2 per week) 

Melbourne - Barmah via Heathcote and Nathalia 

(14 per week) 

Wodonga - Canberra [Canberra Link] (14 per week) 
Sale - Bairnsdale (18 per week) 

Sale - Lakes Entrance (26 per week) 

Sale - Canberra [Capital Link] (4 per week [6 per week 
during Victoria School Holidays]) 

= Sale - Narooma [Sapphire Coast Link] (12 per week) 

= Sale - Batemans Bay [Sapphire Coast Link] (2 per week) 
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PTC PHOTOGRAPH AND VIDEO SERVICE 


The Public Transport Corporation has 400,000 black and 
white and colour photographs available for purchase, 
covering 115 years of railways and tramways in Victoria. 
Subjects include engineering infrastructure, station build- 
ings, signalling, rollingstock and of course locomotives 
— steam, diesel and electric. The service also offers a 
number of video titles. 


For enquiries, contact Colin Kemp or John Phillips 


Phone: (03) 9619 4180 or (03) 9619 4818 
Fax: (03) 9619 4960 


Level 10, Transport House 
589 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000 
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NOTES 


1. Adelaide Line Sleeping Cars — Reservation diagrams were 
supplied to the booking offices in Melbourne and Adelaide for 
the Mann Boudoir cars when intercolonial services commenced 
on 19 January 1887. Stations needing to reserve a berth on this 
service wired either Melbourne or Adelaide with their require- 
ments. 


Mildura Line Sleeping Cars — A sleeping car was attached be- 
tween Maryborough and Mildura when passenger services first 
commenced on 26 October 1903. The first sleeping car employed 
on this train was 5 ABAB. This car ran to Mildura on Mondays 
and Wednesdays, and returned on Tuesdays and Thursdays. In 
addition to providing twelve berths for First class passengers, 
5 ABAB also accommodated First and Second class sitting 
passengers and had Smoking and Ladies’ compartments. 


Spencer Street held the sleeping berth reservation diagrams 
for 5 ABAB and allotted berths up until 6.45 am on the day of 
departure. The reservation information (name and berth allot- 
ted) was then wired to the Donald Station Master. Donald then 
allotted the remaining berths up until the departure of the down 
Mildura train (and presumably the up train as well). The guard 
was responsible for allocating any remaining berths after the 
train departed. 


Parlor Car — Reservation diagrams for this car were supplied to 
the booking offices at Melbourne and Sydney. The conductor 
travelling in the car collected the reserved seat tickets after leav- 
ing Barnawartha in the down direction, and Seymour in the up 
direction. These tickets and the seating diagram were then 
returned to the Superintendent of Passenger Train Service in 
Melbourne. It cost 4 shillings to reserve a seat in the Parlor Car 
when it was introduced. 


It had been possible since at least 1904 for passengers with 
sleeping berths between Albury and Sydney to reserve seats bet- 
ween Albury and Melbourne, but this facility was withdrawn 
with the introduction of the Parlor Car. 


2. Prior to 1923, the Victorian Government Tourist Bureau was 


located in the Victoria Building at the corner of Collins and 
Swanston Streets (opposite the Town Hall). In 1923 it was re- 
located to Queen’s Walk, and then in 1939 to 272 Collins 
Street. 


3. The Australian Army, RAN and RAAF used rail extensively up 


until the mid-1970s to move personnel around the country. This 
task was so extensive that a Railway Transport Officer (RTO) 
supplied by the Department of Defence was permanently based 
at Spencer Street station to handle the passes and the booking 
of seats for the Defence Forces. 


The RTO was accommodated in a building located between 
platform 2 and 9 when this post was first established at Spencer 
Street during the Second World War, but was relocated to a new 
brick building located at the North Melbourne end of the main 
car park after the station was re-built in the early 1960s. This 
building still stands today, although it is un-used. 


4. Seat reservation became compulsory on the following services 


from October 1981 — Albury, Bairnsdale, Dimboola, Horsham, 
Mildura, Numurkah, Sale, Shepparton, Swan Hill, and Warrnam- 
bool. Service alterations between 1981 and 1983 saw this mix 
of trains change to Albury, Bairnsdale, Cobram, Dimboola, 
Mildura, Swan Hill and Warrnambool. 


5. The following number of intrastate carriages were on the register 


as at 30 June between 1981 and 1983: 


Type of Vehicle 1981 1982 1983 
Steel bodied cars, including railmotors 

and parcels vans 116 139 159 
Wooden bodied airconditioned cars 13 13 13 
Wooden bodied cars 271 193 125 
Total 400 345 297 


6. The SRA of NSW computerised reservation system became 


available for Main South intrastate trains (Sydney - Albury) from 
24 January 1982. It was extended to interstate trains on 1 May 
1982. 
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7. The VR was divided into the State Transport Authority (STA) 


and the Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA) from 1 July 1983. 
The STA controlled the country freight and passenger business 
and the MTA the metropolitan electric rail services (as well as the 
tram and bus routes of the former Melbourne and Metropolitan 
Tramways Board and the Stony Point line). The STA was mar- 
keted under the title of V/Line, whilst the MTA was marketed 
as The Met. 


On 1 July 1989, the STA and MTA were amalgamated to form 
the PTC. 


. There were three major milestones for the TRAINS system. The 


first was the commissioning of the reservations component in 
October 1991. The second was the introduction of the ticketing 
component from August 1993, whilst the third was the full imple- 
mentation of the revenue accounting component in April 1994. 

The TRAINS system is one of the few in the world to fully integ- 
rate the reservations, ticketing and accounting functions in the 
one system. 


ATTACHMENT A 


The Optional Seat Reservation Process used on 
Intrastate Trains — 1957-1981 


A railway station designated to sell country and interstate 
tickets, the Victorian Government Tourist Bureau, or a travel 
agent (and the public from early 1973) would ring the Central 
Reservations Bureau (CRB) and advise the clerk of their 
reservation requirements. The clerk would select the 
appropriate carriage diagram for the service and then write 
the details (ticket number for seats, and ticket number and 
name for sleeping berths) on the diagram if a seat or berth 
was available. 


Prior to departure of the train, the carriage diagram would 
be removed by another clerk whose job was to transpose the 
data to a fresh set of diagrams. This was essential, as the 
diagrams could become almost illegible if a number of 
reservations were cancelled and new reservations were 
allocated to the same seats. It also overcame the problem of 
illegible handwriting, given the speed at which most details 
were recorded on the diagrams. 


The carriage booking diagrams were then handed over to 
the conductor approximately one hour before the train 
departed. The conductor would then pass through the train 
marking those seats that were reserved using an indicator that 
was permanently mounted above the back of the seat in 
compartment cars, and above the window in saloon cars. The 
indicators were made of steel and were similar in style to a 
toilet indicator that the conductor could lock in two positions 
— one showing a reserved sign and the other a blank for 
non-reserved. 


Reservations continued to be accepted at the CRB after the 
diagrams were handed over to the conductor until a few 
minutes prior to departure. Tickets sold during this period 
would be marked with the letters ‘N P’ at the point of sale, 
thereby indicating to the conductor that they were not on 
the (reservation) plan supplied to him. 


Generally, only a section of the train was set aside for 
reservation purposes (two out of a five carriage consist for 
instance), except during peak periods, such as Black 
Thursday, when it may have been possible to reserve a seat 
anywhere in a train. 


During the 1970s, when the VR was running trains that 
consisted of a mix of wooden and steel bodied rollingstock, 
the usual practice was to only make those seats in the air- 
conditioned stock available for reservation. For example, the 
basic carriage provision from Monday to Thursday for the 
5.52 pm Melbourne to Warrnambool train beyond Geelong 
as at 1 November 1971 was CE, AS, BS and ABE. It would 
normally have only been possible to reserve seats in the two 
‘S’ type cars on this train. 
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ATTACHMENT B 
Reserved Seat and Berth Tickets 


The following section will cover the different types of tickets 
issued to passengers as proof of their seat or berth reservation. It 
will describe the seat reservation tickets used between 1917 and 
1993, as well as the Parlor Car reservation tickets used between 
1906 and 1962, and the sleeping berth reservation tickets used 
between 1925 and 1993. The majority of the information 
contained in this section is based on the extensive research into 
this area by Keith Atkinson, and | am greatly indebted to Keith 
for making his records available. 


Reserved Seat Tickets 

The first reserved seat tickets were introduced in conjunction 
with seat booking on 12 March 1917. They were one piece 
horizontal Edmondson style tickets that had two colour 
schemes, namely blue over white for First class and red over 
white for Second class. The cost to reserve a seat at this time 
was 1 shilling (10 cents). 

These were replaced from 1 July 1922 onwards by a horizontal 
two piece Edmondson coupon ticket that used the same colours 
as the tickets issued in 1917 to differentiate between First and 
Second class. Conductors checking these tickets would remove 
the coupon section, whilst the passenger retained the main part 
of the ticket. 

This ticket lasted for three years before it was replaced from 
1 October 1925 by a white coloured two piece Edmondson 
coupon ticket with a large red ‘R S’ overprint. 

This style of ticket remained in use until 7 July 1941, when two 
separate series of reserved seat Edmondson coupon tickets 
appeared. Both had the same white background colour, but one 
had a large red ‘R S’ overprint and the other a large green ‘R S’ 
overprint. The tickets with the green overprint were issued to 
passengers holding tickets to Victorian stations (including 
Albury), and cost 1 shilling (10 cents). Tickets with the red 
overprint were issued to passengers holding inter-system tickets 
(Overland and Spirit of Progress) and cost 1s 3d (15 cents). 

The large ‘R S’ overprint was reduced in size as time went on, 
and eventually the tickets with the red overprint were used 
solely on the Overland. 

From 11 July 1961, all inter-system and Victorian country 
reserved seat tickets appeared as one piece Edmondson tickets 
printed ona white background with a green ‘R S’ overprint. One 
piece Edmondson tickets were used prior to this time (see Ticket 
Sample No.4 dated 18 May 1961), although they were probably 
trial issues testing the new arrangement before it became 
standard. 

Paper check reservation tickets were phased in from 1 May 
1962 for all inter-system journeys. The Edmondson one piece 
tickets continued to be used for intrastate services. 

From 1 December 1963, Benalla and Wangaratta were issued 
with a new style of one piece Edmondson reserved seat ticket 
featuring a purple ‘R S’ overprint on a white background for local 
Victorian journeys on the standard gauge (the need for these 
tickets arose after the Spirit of Progress started to stop at these 
stations). The purple overprint was quickly replaced by a red 
diagonal stripe. 

This range of reserved seat tickets continued to be used until 
the major re-structuring of country passenger services was 
launched on 4 October 1981. Reservations became compulsory 
onall long distance InterCity trains from this date, and no fee was 
charged to make a reservation. 

InterCity Edmondson tickets phased in from this date had 
space on the back of the ticket to record the reservation details. 
Railways of Australia paper check reservation tickets were used 
when older style tickets were sold (the paper ticket was stapled 
to the Edmondson). The new InterCity tickets used the same 
colours as the tickets printed before October 1981, namely: 

Down Direction First Yellow 
Economy Blue 
First Brown 
Economy Grey 


Up Direction 


This range of tickets continued to be used until they were 
replaced by the machine printed tickets issued by the TRAINS 
ticketing, reservation and accounting system from August 1993. 


Parlor Car Tickets 


Seats could be reserved in the Parlor Car attached to the express 
train to Sydney from the date it was introduced on 31 October 
1906. There were 33 seats in this car that were only available to 
First class passengers prepared to pay the 4 shillings (40 cents) 
surcharge above the First class fare. 

The first reservation tickets for this car were approximately 
3 inches (76 mm) by 2 inches (51 mm) high and were printed on 
thin card. By 1922 these had been replaced by Edmondson style 
tickets. 

From 1 October 1925, a two piece horizontal Edmondson 
coupon reservation ticket was introduced with a base colour of 
yellow and a red ‘P C’ overprint (for Parlor Car). 

The Parlor Car was transferred across to the Daylight from 
25 September 1956, and from this date the ‘P C’ overprint ceased 
to be printed on these tickets. 

This was the only change to these tickets for the new Parlor 
Car roster, and the practice of printing tickets for each direction 
of travel continued with the new issue. 

The Lounge Car (the Parlor Car had re-entered service as 
the Lounge Car in April 1957 after having been withdrawn in 
February 1957 for conversion) was converted to the Club Car in 
early 1958 and re-entered service in its new form on 20 April 
1958. No separate reservation tickets were issued for this car. 
Ordinary reservation tickets were now used that were endorsed 
by hand with the word ‘Club’. The cost to reserve a Club Car seat 
was 1s éd. 

Sleeping Berth Tickets 

From 1 October 1925, sleeping berth tickets were a one piece 
yellow coloured Edmondson ticket with a large red ‘S B’ 
overprint. They were only issued in conjunction with a First 
class ticket. 

The earliest tickets in this series were titled ‘Sleeping Car 
Ticket’ and had the details of the berth, car, train and date shown 
on the back of the ticket. This information was shown on the 
front of the ticket by the mid-1930s. 

From 4 September 1935, the two sleeping berths in the 
Smokers compartment (Berth Nos. 1 and 2) of the sleeping cars 
on the Overland became available at cheaper rates than the 
normal berths (15 shillings compared with the normal charge of 
20 shillings). The tickets used for these berths were basically the 
same as the normal sleeping berth tickets, except that a short red 
bar appeared between the ‘S B’ overprint. In addition, the word 
SMOKER appeared in red on the back of the ticket. These tickets 
later became available on the Mildura line. 

Airconditioned roomette sleeping cars were introduced on 
the Overland from December 1949. A special grey Edmondson 
ticket with the word ‘ROOMETTE’ diagonally overprinted in red 
was issued for berth reservations in these cars in the west bound 
direction, whilst a ticket with a white background was issued for 
the east bound journey. Similar tickets were used for the 
twinette sleeping cars when they were introduced, except that 
the word ‘TWINETTE’ was diagonally overprinted. Eventually a 
single ticket was introduced with both roomette and twinette 
printed on the ticket. 

Yellow sleeping berth reservation tickets continued to be 
used for the non-airconditioned Overland sleeping cars in parallel 
with the air-conditioned sleeping car tickets. 

From 1 May 1962, paper check tickets were phased in for the 
reservation of intersystem sleeping berths. The Edmondson 
berth tickets for the Overland lasted another three and a half 
months before they were all withdrawn from 14 August 1962. 

These paper check tickets continued to be used until they 
were replaced by the machine printed tickets issued by the 
TRAINS ticketing, reservation and accounting system in 1993. 
These tickets are still in use today and list all the relevant 
reservation and journey information on the one ticket. 
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TRAIN SPOTTING ON THE 
OUYEN-PINNAROO BRANCH LINE 


Trains running on branch 


Sinn branch line trains are 
scarce, with only one running in the 
north-western part of the state. This is 
9137, the empty Gypsum train from 
North Geelong to Cowangie and 9138, 
the return train. Until recently, the 
most unfortunate aspect of these trains 
was a departure time of 00 45 from 
Ouyen, with arrival back at 07 45; times 
which obviously made it very difficult 
to take good photographs. 

On Sunday 7 September 1997, a new 
timetable came into effect, with 9137 
altered to depart from Waurn Ponds, 
instead of Ouyen, with additional days 
of operation to become Monday to 
Friday, instead of just Monday, Tues- 
day and Wednesday only. 9138 was 
altered to terminate at North Geelong ° 
Yard instead of Ouyen and was extended to run Monday 
to Friday. 

The best part about these changes was the new times. The 
Ouyen to Cowangie leg of the journey is now from 06 00 
departure to 08 30, and the return ex Cowangie from 10 00 to 
12 30. The train is then stabled at Ouyen until it departs for 
North Geelong Yard at 16 00. This represents much better 
times for the railfan with a camera. 


OUYEN — THE BRANCH STATION 


Ouyen is the point where the branch line leaves the Mildura 
line, some 472 kilometres from Melbourne via Ballarat, or 465 
km via Castlemaine. The yard consists of the main line with 
five adjacent tracks on the west side, and a Way & Works 
siding coming off the main on the east side. There is a dead 
end siding at the down end of the yard, and one coming 
off number six road half way along the yard. A Freightgate 
canopy straddles number six road opposite the station build- 
ing, and there is a goods shed beside this. 

The signalling here is a combination of searchlight and old 
semaphore signals, all controlled from a 9 lever frame housed 
in a small open-sided shed on the platform. 

The yard is quite accessible for photos from most angles, 
including above from a pedestrian bridge, without the need 
to cross tracks or get in the way of the railway workers. The 
branch line leaves the yard at the up end, curving to the west 
as a continuation of number two road. 


THE BRANCH AS FAR AS TORRITA 


After leaving the yard at Ouyen, the line disappears behind 
the stock yards, and is difficult to follow for the first few 
kilometres. The best spot to go to is two kilometres out 
where it crosses the Mallee Highway before passing through 
a sand hill cutting and running parallel with the road for 
about three kilometres This is by far the best spot for photos 
on the section of the line we saw, especially for trains in the 
down direction. 

Approximately five kilometres out, the rails veer to the 
north before turning back to meet the road again at Galah 


lines were not very common 
in Western Victoria in 1997. 
Most of them are grain 
specials which are made up 
of grain wagons and are 
mostly hauled by G class 
locomotives, with very little 
variety. When there is ; 
something different, it is hard : road once again separate for about 
to catch as they do not run: 
to a regular schedule 


Simon King 


for another eight kilometres. A dirt 
road follows the tracks, but only for 
half of the distance to Galah. A road 
vehicle must then travel directly away 
from the line to get back onto the high- 
way, making following a train difficult. 
In my opinion this dirt track is not 
worth following as there are no great 
photo spots along it. 

Upon leaving Galah the track and 


seven kilometres, until they meet again 
and follow each other to Walpeup. 
Unfortunately there is a strip of scrub 
between the two which makes it dif- 
ficult for observing trains along this 
stretch. Between Walpeup and Torrita, 
another eight kilometres, the same is 
encountered. 

This was as far as we got on this journey, before our train 
was encountered, as we followed it back to Ouyen, but more 
of that later. 


THE QUEST TO FIND 9138 ON 
THE BRANCH 


Our quest to photograph 9138 on the branch began on Wed- 
nesday 15 October 1997 when with a free afternoon, we 
decided to travel to Ouyen on a reconnaissance trip. 


Upon arrival at our destination, A78-S307-X42 were 
marshalled at the front of 9138 which consisted of three open 
wagons and three VHJA gypsum hoppers loaded with gyp- 
sum and four VHGY loaded grain wagons. All of these locos 
would not have made the trip out to Cowangie in the morn- 
ing. Probably only the X or the A would have. G 526 in V/Line 
Freight livery and G 527 also shared the yard on this occasion.: 

Before the scheduled departure time from Ouyen to con- 
tinue to journey to North Geelong Yard, eleven more grain 
wagons were marshalled on the end of the train, making up a 
total of twenty one wagons behind the three locos. Departure 
was on time at 16 00. Although scheduled to stop for twenty 
minutes at Speed and twenty five at Woomelang, it travelled 
non stop through both of these places, making it ahead of 
time by the latter location where we last sighted the train 
before heading for home ourselves. 


The second trip was on Tuesday 11 November 1997 when 
we arrived at Ouyen to find $301 standing quietly in the yard 
along with G515 shut down on the up end ofa string of three 
grain wagons. Numerous other grain wagons and louvre vans 
were also in the yard. 


We decided to venture along the branch line to inspect 
three ‘stations’ , Galah, Walpeup, and Torrita. All of these are 
made up ofa single loop siding, on the south side of the track, 
serving a silo. 

As we passed the silo at Galah, we noted a single grain 
wagon being loaded but this was the only wagon we saw at 
any of the sidings. At Walpeup, a railway linesman was 
inspecting the siding, so we took the opportunity to ask him 


what was happening. He confirmed that the train was indeed 
out on the branch today, and had been extended to Panitya, 
only three kilometres from the South Australian border, to 
help empty the silos before the coming harvest. 


It was only a matter of minutes after arriving at Torrita that 
we heard the rumble of the train labouring up the grade 
towards us. After a brief rush to grab the camera and get into 
position, we were just in time to see the headlight of X37 
cresting the hill, long end leading. The rest of the train con- 
sisted of three loaded gypsum wagons and eleven grain 
wagons. 


Next we headed back to Galah, where we were able to 
finish lunch before the train arrived to collect the single 
wagon mentioned earlier. 


The final photostop planned on our return was at the cut- 
ting beside the level crossing just out of Ouyen. From the top 
of this cutting, an approaching train can be seen for about 
three kilometres as it powers up a grade before it passes 
through a cutting, crosses the highway and disappears around 
a curve on the approach to the station yard. 


Once in the station yard, the engine was cut off and run 
forward where S301 was coupled behind it. The train was then 
made up of three gypsum wagons and a single VLEX louvre 
van behind the two locos — a double headed train with only 
four wagons! This train was then stabled in number two road 
in preparation for a 15 30 departure for North Geelong Yard. 
Along with this, G515 was making up a train of grain wagons, 
including those brought in off the branch, and was held in 
number three road in preparation to depart soon after 9138 
later that afternoon. 
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A little while later, one of the station staff informed us that 
both of these trains would be combined and would not be 
leaving until around 18 00. Unfortunately we were unable to 
wait around to witness this later departure, so we used the 
trip home to check out a few new photo locations along 
the line, in preparation for our next visit. 


Now that this train operates during daylight hours, it 
is a great opportunity to catch some branch line action on 
film. Especially for those of us who are used to seeing 
long superfreighters on the interstate corridors hauled by 
NRs and Gs and the like, it was great to a follow a train like 
this of only a few wagons trundling slowly along a branch 
line. 


Wuy Not SuBSCRIBE 
AND HAVE NEWSRAIL 
Home DELIVERED? 


Details — 
ARHS MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 


BOX 5177AA, GPO 
MELBOURNE 3001 


Having detached G514, T374-T388 are about to depart Panitya and trundle across the border to Pinnaroo and 
exchange wagons with an Australian National train during a brief period when grain was being railed 
between the two states via the Ouyen - Pinnaroo corridor. Thurs.17.8.95 Peter Weickhardt 
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Above: Powering away from Ballarat T364-T356-1T395-S313 form a 
colourful consist as they pass a small dam and windmill just south of 
Sulky Loop. Sat.14.2.98 Peter Weickhardt 


Below: In what was a crowded affair due to the length of the train, the 
first photostop was held on Bealiba Bank. Sat.14.2.98 Dennis Naughton 


DIESELRAIL 
PANITYA TOUR 
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Above: Having departed Donald about 02 20, T364-S313 have arrived at Panitya ran around, and are | 
now preparing to depart after a brief stay at this remote rail outpost in the north west of the state. 
Sun.15.2.98 Donald Sharp 

Below: Due to the train splitting at Donald on Saturday afternoon and the other half returning to 
Melbourne, S313-T364 are now pictured powering through Nunga six kilometres south of Ouyen. 
Sun.15.2.98 Roger McCormack 


ee ece rece oee 
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OPERATIONS 


An overview of recent sightings and observations 


GENERAL 


SERVICE ALTERATIONS: From 

Sun.15.3 the following V/Line 

Passenger train services were to be 

altered on Saturdays: 

08 30 Spencer Street to Sale (now 
08 40 departure) 

13 12 Spencer Street to Sale (now 
13 20 departure) 

17 31 Spencer Street to Traralgon 
(now 17 29 departure) 

18 13 Spencer Street to Sale (now 
18 55 departure) 

09 08 Frankston to Stony Point (now 
09 00 departure) 

11 08 Frankston to Stony Point (now 
11 00 departure) 

12 48 Frankston to Stony Point (now 
13 00 departure) 

14 30 Frankston to Stony Point (now 
15 00 departure) 

16 30 Frankston to Stony Point (now 
17 00 departure) 

19 10 Frankston to Crib Point (now 
19 00 departure) 

08 00 Crib Point to Frankston (now 
08 03 departure) 

09 58 Stony Point to Frankston (now 
10 00 departure) 

11 58 Stony Point to Frankston (now 
12 00 departure) 

13 58 Stony Point to Frankston (now 
14 00 departure) 

15 35 Stony Point to Frankston (now 
16 00 departure) 

17 35 Stony Point to Frankston (now 
18 00 departure) 


WEST — North Geelong - 

Ballarat - Maryborough - 

Cressy - Ararat 

GHERINGHAP: Interesting 

sightings include: 

Sun.18.1: 

NR81-NR82-NR114-DL49-38 wagons 
(9821) on down at 12 22. 

Mon.19.1: 

CLP17-CLP12-703-30 wagons (9756) 
on up at 10 12. 

G515-G511-S310-A79-B61 (WCR)-25 
wagons (9137) on down at 15 36. 

NR90-NR118-DL40-44 wagons (9724) 
on up at 16 11. 

Tues.20.1: 

CLF1-ALF21-40 wagons (9754) on up 
at 05 33. 

NR89-NR14-DL40-41 wagons (9821) 
on down at 12 25. 


G516-S301-S306-28 wagons (9137) on 
down at 15 39. 

CLF1-ALF21-38 wagons (9753) on 
down at 19 15. 

Wed.21.1: 

NR77-BL33-BL32-54 wagons (9702) 
on up at 08 18. 

NR97-NR115-DL47-46 wagons (9821) 
on down at 14 09. 

G511-G521-A79-S310-14 wagons 
(9137) on down at 14 51. 

Thurs.22.1: 

CLF1-ALF18-57 wagons (9754) on up 
at 05 02. 

G516-S301-S306-29 wagons (9137) on 
down at 15 14. 

Fri.23.1: 

G511-A79-S310-35 wagons (9137) on 
down at 15 43. 

CLF1-ALF18-57 wagons (9753) on 
down at 19 37. 

Sat.24.1: 

G515-G516-S306-S301 (9138) on up at 
00 23. 

NR84-DL47-34 wagons (9825) on 
down at 18 40. 

Sun.25.1: 

NR91-NR30-AN6-20 wagons (9724) 
on up at 16 18. 

Tues.27.1: 

G516-S301-S306-39 wagons (9137) on 
down at 14 49. 

Wed.28.1: 

G5??-X47-S310-A79-29 wagons 
(9137) on down at 14 47. 


Thurs.29.1: 

CLF1-706-703-55 wagons (9754) on 
up at 07 05. 

Fri.30.1: 

X47-S310-A79-38 wagons (9137) on 
down at 14 07. 

CLF1-703-706-57 wagons (9753) on 
down at 19 15. 

Sat.31.1: 

G527-S301-S310-24 wagons (9138) on 
up at 01 53. 

NR79-NR117-ANG6-39 wagons (9821) 
on down at 11 02. 

NR96-DL44-24 wagons (9825) on 
down at 17 13. 

Mon.2.2: 

CLF1-ALF18-56 wagons (9754) on up 
at 08 13. 

G532-G539-G541-G540-G536-44 
wagons (9752) on up at 13 50. 

G527-S301-S307 (9137) on down at 
14 51. 

Tues.3.2: 

G534-S306-X47-46 wagons (9121) on 
down at 13 10. 

G515-A79-S310-46 wagons (9137) on 
down at 15 25. 

CLF1-ALF18-56 wagons (9753) on 
down at 20 16. 

Wed.4.2: 

G527-S301-S307-S311 (WCR)-31 
wagons (9137) on down at 14 11. 

Thurs.5.2: 

CLF1-ALF18-56 wagons (9754) on up 
at 07 58. 


Returning from Adelaide, DL38 trails NR97 as they power through Scallan’s Hill 


y 5 : p> ; 


cutting heading YN2/9724 steel link freight. Fri.2.1.98 Julian Insall 
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OPERATIONS 
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Now a three times a week service between Melbourne and Perth, Specialised Container Transport’s 


increasingly longer trains see some very interesting lashups operating west of Adelaide. 
CLP9-ALF27-ALF21-ALF23 power PM9/9752 through Two Wells. Wed.28.1.98 Roger Evans 


G515-A79-S310-40 wagons (9137) on 
down at 15 19. 

Fri.6.2: 

CLP12-705-CLP17-47 wagons (9756) 
on up at 10 05. 

G526-S301-S307-35 wagons (9137) on 
down at 14 45. 

CLF1-ALF18-57 wagons (9753) on 
down at 19 20. 

Sat.7.2: 

CLF7-703-24 wagons (9756) on up at 
05 38. 

G519-NR90-47 wagons (9822) on up 
at 13 05. 

G513-S306-X47-30 wagons (9121) on 
down at 13 32. 

CLF7-703-24 wagons (9755) on down 
at 19 15. 

Sun.8.2: 

G516-G527-X42-S301-45 wagons 
(9125) on down at 16 03. 

Mon.9.2: 

G536-G538-G540-G532-G533-39 
wagons (9752) on down at 14 21. 

G528-S310-A79-T379-B61 (WCR)- 
49 wagons (9137) on down at 
17 07. 

Tues.10.2: 

G516-S306-X47 (9137) on down at 
14 48. 


Wed.11.2: 

G526-S307-S300 (WCR) (9137) on 
down at 14 38. 

Thurs.12.2: 

G521-S306-X47-S302 (WCR)-34 
wagons (9137) on down at 15 07. 

Fri.13.2: 

NR87-BL32-NR34-NR75-37 wagons 
(9822) on up at 11 11. 


G514-S310-S307-38 wagons (9137) on 
down at 14 36. 


Sat.14.2: 

G5??-X47-S306-39 wagons (9138) on 
up at 00 28. 

G531-NB1873-NB1874-39 wagons 
(9752) on up at 00 50. 

NR??-NR??-8177-55 wagons (9712) 
on up at 05 05. 


Mon.16.2: 

G513-T379-S301-30 wagons (9124) on 
up at 07 57. 

NR87-BL32-G518-33 wagons (9821) 
on down at 12 31. 

G526-A71-S306 (9137) on down at 
15 15. 

G534-S301-37 wagons (9123) on 
down at 17 18. 

Tues.17.2: 

G512-S310-40 wagons (9121) on 
down at 14 38. 

G516-S307 (9137) on down at 15 11. 


Wed.18.2: 

X39-X36-A71-S306-14 wagons (9137) 
on down at 14 36. 

Thurs.19.2: 

G521-S310-S307 (9137) on down at 
15 36. 

Fri.20.2: 

A71-S306-X36-G528-X48 (9137) on 
down at 15 38. 


NORTH — Bendigo - Echuca 


BENDIGO: Sightings are set out 

below. 

Sun.1.2: 

G524-X40-T396-42 wagons (9084) 
departing at 22 15. 

Tues.3.2: 

G516-T392-39 wagons (9280) 
departing at 20 36. 

Wed.4.2: 

G526-A71-1396-X42-35 wagons 
(9080) arriving at 01 03. 


T409 is about to depart Somerton late on the evening of Thurs.15.1.98 with 
a six car Hitachi transfer from Upfield to Epping Simon McCardle 


G524-X36-A81-44 wagons (9083) 
arriving at 17 12. 

G526-T396-26 wagons (9280) 
departing at 20 28. 

G524-A81-X33-42 wagons (9084) 
departing at 21 52. 

Thurs.5.2: 

G524-X36-A81-1392-54 wagons 
(9084) departing at 23 55. 

Fri.6.2: 

G524-X39-T396-38 wagons (9083) 
arriving at 17 02. 

Sun.8.2: 

G524-X34-T396-42 wagons (9084) 
departing at 22 30. 

Tues.10.2: 

G523-X43-A77-24 wagons (9083) 
arriving at 16 33. 

G523-A77-X36-33 wagons (9084) 
departing at 21 56. 

Thurs.12.2: 

G524-X40-X45-32 wagons (9083) 
arriving at 16 59. 

G514-X45-A77-41 wagons (9280) 
departing at 20 37. 

Fri.13.2: 

G524-X36-T396-20 wagons (9083) 
arriving at 17 00. 

Sun.15.2: 

G524-X40-T396-36 wagons (9084) 
departing at 2155. 

Mon.16.2: 

G524-X39-X50-28 wagons (9083) 
arriving at 16 43. 
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Tues.17.2: 
G524-X42-T390-32 wagons (9083) 
arriving at 16 43. 


Wed.18.2: 

G524-A78-X40-14 wagons (9083) 
arriving at 17 17. 

G524-X42-T388-40 wagons (9084) 
departing at 21 35. 


Thurs.19.2: 

G513-T396-16 wagons (9280) 
departing at 20 21. 

G524-X40-T392-18 wagons (9084) 
departing at 21 57. 

Sat.21.2: 

T379-P23-P21-31 wagons (9065) 
arriving at 09 04. 

A78-X44-T396-25 wagons (9066) 
departing at 10 20. 

Sun.22.2: 

G524-X34-T379-29 wagons (9084) 
departing at 21 52. 


Mon.23.2: 


X51-A81-21 wagons (9065) arriving at 


08 16. 


P21-P23-20 wagons (9066) departing 


at 09 45. 


DEPOT VISITS (Bendigo) 
Sun.1.2: A81, G513, G521, N458, 
N466, T382, T402 and Y171. 
Sun.8.2: A77, G512, G514, N466, 


N469, T382, T402, X44 and Y171. 


Sun.15.2: A77, G511, G513, N451, 


N468, T382, T402, X44 and Y171. 


Sun.22.2: G511, G523, N461, N463, 
1382, T402 and Y171. 


METROPOLITAN 


INTERESTING SIGHTINGS: 


= On Sun.1.3 an up steel train 
passed through Mentone at about 
16 00 hauled by G543-X53- T374. 
G class locos were unusual on 
steel services prior to this. 
= A85 and an RT were seen passing 
through Flinders Street on Sat.28.2 
hauling the up Traralgon goods. 
T392 hauled a Comeng set (301M- 
1001T-302M) from Newport to 
Clyde Engineering, Somerton on 
Thurs.12.2 and was seen passing 
through Albion in the down 
direction at 09 57. 
1364-T356-T395-S313 operated a 
DieselRail tour to Birchip 
departing Spencer Street during 
the morning of Sat.14.2. 
On Sat.21.2 the last Flemington 
Bridge - Upfield shuttle departed 
Flemington Bridge on the 19 09 
down service (89M-1948T-99M). 
From Mon.23.2 the through 
service recommenced after more 
than nine months of partial 
closure of the line. 
= 11162 operated with T364 on an 
ElecRail tour to Werribee and 
Warragul on Sat.28.2. It had been 
over 10 years since a member of 
the L class fleet had run on the 
mainline. 


ee 
A surprise visitor to Melbourne, 703 is shut down with CLF7 and stabled at Patrick’s siding. 
Sat.10.1.98 Julian Insall 
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WORKS 


A round-up of News, Tenders and items from the Weekly Operational Notices 


BAYSWATER SIDINGS 
UPDATE 


By the start of March, track had been 
laid and overhead wiring erected for 
the new light repair centre and stabling 
sidings adjacent to the Bayswater rail- 
way station. The sidings were due to 
open in mid-March. 


FLINDERS STREET YARD 
REDUCTION 


Very few stabling tracks were left by 
March in the Flinders Street yard. New 
track and overhead structures were 
being put in place and foundations for 
the Exhibition Street southern exten- 
sion were also being made. 


TENDERS 


= Tender 98001, closed 30 January 
For the design, supply and instal- 
lation of fibre optic transmission 
equipment for the Upfield line. The 
transmission equipment is to pro- 
vide the interface between installed 
fibre optic cable and station/sub- 
station communications and signal- 
ling equipment. 

= Tender 97294, closed 30 January 
For the manufacture and delivery of 
wheel chair portable ramps for Met 
train carriages. The scope includes: 
manufacture of 530 aluminium fold- 
able ramps to provide wheel chair 
access to Met train services; manu- 
facture of 502 ramp-holding bars to 
enable fixing of the ramps inside the 
driver’s cabins and delivery of the 
ramps and holding bars to the train 
repair depots. 

= Tender 97333, closed 20 January 
For the dual conversion of the tram 
overhead traction power network to 
enable the operation of pole and 
pantograph trams and the renewal of 
the trolley wire on the following 
routes: East Malvern - (Darling 
Road) tram route to include both 
dual conversion (approx. 6.3 kms) 
and the renewal of trolley wire 
(approx. 4 route kms); the East 
Brighton tram route, dual conver- 
sion only (approx. 3 route kms). 

= Tender 97375, closed 21 January 
For station improvement works, 
maintenance and painting at Clay- 
ton and Bentleigh railway stations. 

= Tender 97400, closed 11 March 
For the design and construction of 
the tram infrastructure from the pro- 


posed Exhibition Street extension 
to Swan Street. This project involves 
the design and construction of 
approximately 1.3 kms of double 
track and traction power overhead 
and associated tram stop facilities, 
electrical, lighting and communi- 
cation works. 


Tender 97335, closed 25 February 
For the tram track reconstruction of 
ballasted track in Dandenong Road 
between Glenferrie Road and St 
Kilda Junction, involving approxi- 
mately 3.6 kms of double track. 
Vic Track Access Tender VT0004, 
closed 25 February 

For the supply of sawn red gum tim- 
ber during the period 1 July 1998 to 
30 June 1999. 


Tender 98010, closed 20 February 
For the provision of metropolitan 
station cleaning services either 
single, whole group or trains unit or 
a combination of the above cover- 
ing: 

Hillside Trains Unit 

Burnley Group, i.e., Glen Waverley, 
Alamein, Lilydale and Belgrave 
lines, Flinders Street and Richmond 
stations. 


Clifton Hill Group. i.e., Epping and 
Hurstbridge lines and Spencer Street 
station. 

Bayside Trains Unit 

Caulfield Group, i.e., Pakenham, 
Cranbourne, Sandringham, Frank- 
ston and Stony Point lines, Mel- 
bourne Central, Parliament and 
Flagstaff stations. 

Northern Group, i.e. Werribee, 
Williamstown, Upfield, St Albans 
and Broadmeadows lines. 

Tender 23002, closed 27 February 
For supply and delivery of a welders’ 
gang truck with rail guidance equip- 
ment to be fitted with a recycle 
body. 

Tender 98018, closed 6 March 

For supply and installation of a Fall 
Arrest Safety System for Newport 
Workshops No.1 building required 
by PTC staff when maintenance is 
being carried out on the top of rail- 
way carriages. 

City of Geelong Tender, closed 11 
February 

For construction of stage 2 of the 
Bellarine Rail Trail between Moolap 
Station Road and Curlewis Road 
and Jetty Road to High Street, Drys- 
dale. 


The broad gauge turnout of the former Cudgewa line at Wodonga has 
recently been removed just under twenty years since the line finally 
closed to all traffic. Fri.16.1.98 Lloyd Matthews 
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MAIL VAN 


A selection of the month’s Letters to the Editor 


Mr Sid Brown of Moreland writes: 


I refer to Mr John Kirk’s letter in the 
February issue of NEWSRAIL. 

While acknowledging the obvious 
delay between the time of writing/sub- 
mission of the article on the March ’97 
Rail Safety Seminar attended by the 
writer, and the date of publication, the 
purpose of the gathering was worth 
reporting. Instigated by the Depart- 
ment of ‘Transport and Regional 
Development, Canberra, the specific 
aim was to update the knowledge of 
relevant State and National rail per- 
sonnel on the needs, ways and means 
of achieving an improved nationally 
consistent approach to rail safety. The 
article endeavoured to reflect this. 

Safety and the costs of unsafe prac- 
tices must be a prime concern in the 
operation of all modes of transport. 
The seminar focussed on these aspects 
of the rail industry, studied some case 
histories, with participants receiving 
helpful guidance from rail, marine and 
aviation safety specialists; but did not 
spend time comparing the relative sig- 
nificance or insignificance of accidents 
across different areas of transpor- 
tation. No accident involving persons 
or property is a good accident. 

This was the Rail Industry com- 
mendably having a hard look at itself 
and furthering resolve to continue 
improvement in safety matters. Rail 
enthusiasts are encouraged. 


Mr Les Brown writes (via Internet): 


In relation to the picture on page 57 of 
the February NEWSsRAIL, I think the 
picture was taken on the ARHS Tim- 
boon tour, 29.3.69 and probably some- 
where between Camperdown and 
Cobden. 

K175 ran tender first down on the 
branch and the consist matches the 
notes I took on that trip. Michael 
Schrader was the Organiser and Mark 
Plummer was Booking Officer. 


And my comments on NEWSRAIL: 


Once again NEWSRAIL has published 
some excellent photographs and you 
should be congratulated on that but 
now, and especially since you seem to 
have caught the attention of Mr John 
Kirk from the ARA, could we please 
have some industry comment on cur- 
rent railway practice and plans? 

The article on the Doncaster Rail- 
way was excellent for its well directed 


critical analysis. Could we have more 
along similar lines? I’m sure the ARA 
is looking for support from railfans 
as well. 

Mr John Cleverdon writes (via Inter- 
net): 

An addendum to the article in the Feb- 
ruary NEWSRAIL on the East Doncaster 
railway — apparently the likelihood of 
its construction was so high that it 
appeared as a ‘Proposed Railway’ in the 
Melway around 1980, with the tunnel 
section and stations shown. 

Moving on, I see the V/Line fire 
train has been used again. Just out of 
curiosity, what wagons were used, and 
what were their capacity? It seems as 
though it has been a while since this 
train has been used — the times I know 
of it being used were in the 1965 Gipps- 
land fires, and during Ash Wednesday 
at Macedon (according to the CFA 
journal The Fireman). When did it first 
appear? Would it have been useful to 
use it at Upper Ferntree Gully/Upwey 
during the Dandenongs fires last year, 
given the apparent poor water supply 
and the proximity of the fire to the 
line? 

Would such a train also have been 
useful during the big Sydney fires at the 
start of 1994? Going further (perhaps 
hypothetical), would it have been prac- 
tical to send the convoys from Mel- 
bourne and Adelaide to Sydney for 
those fires by rail? This may have been 
quicker, would have saved fuel and 
would see the firemen less tired, with 
no long drive. 
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Mr Dave Macartney of Ballarat 
writes: 

Chris Banger’s article on Dudley 
Street, 12.25 pm, Sunday 1 April 1962 
was particularly interesting to me, as 
I had been at the station one hour 
earlier. As their part of the impend- 
ing timetable revisions associated 
with through passenger working, the 
NSWGR were in the process of diese- 
lising a number of southern branch 
lines. I had spent Saturday 31 March 
travelling on the last steam train to Bat- 
low, and returned to Melbourne on the 
broad gauge Spirit of Progress on the 
morning of the first. Arrival was on 
time at 11.30 am, despite per way stops 
at the Murray River bridge and at Wal- 
lan. The consist was $305-98BP-1VFK- 


2VFK-Diner-3 VBK-2 VBK-4VBK- 
15AS-7BS-19CE. The consist of the 
down train on the Friday night had 
been identical with the addition of 
16AS and 4BS, behind $312. 

Those cars with interstate classifica- 
tion were due to be transferred to the 
standard gauge in two weeks time, and 
had already been converted to head 
end power. 98BP was the VR’s tem- 
porary power van used during this 
transition period. The rear three cars 
were using traditional axle driven 
generators. 

On arrival at Spencer Street, the train 
would have been backed out by $305 to 
a position behind No.1 box, where an 
F class would have removed 19CE. The 
rest of the train would then have been 
backed into the shelter shed. It can be 
seen in the photograph on page 44 of 
February NEWSRAIL standing on No.9 
Road, adjacent to the Daylight consist, 
not running today because it is Sunday. 
98BP is the short vehicle at the head of 
the consist, the exhaust system of the 
generator clearly visible on the roof. 
Coupled to it is 1VFK, 2VFK and the 
end of the Diner, the rest of the train 
being inside the shed. The F class and 
19CE are standing just in front of the 
Overland cars. 


Mr Graham Chandler of Airport 
West writes: 


With regard to the picture on page 57 
of the February NEwsrAIL, I would 
suggest it is the ARHS Timboon Tour 
train of 29 March 1969. 

K175 was associated with Geelong 
Loco. It ran the down tour train tender 
first from Camperdown. There were 
no turning facilities at Timboon. Page 
138 of the Grades Book shows the 
hard slogs involved. Up trains got the 
greater share of the work. 

That photo was taken around mid- 
day (cloudscape and few shadows). 
This checks with the sensibly level 
stretch between Cobden and Elinga- 
mite (mile posts 135 to 140). The coal 
piled on 175’s tender indicates a short 
run so far. 

Regrettably I cannot place the site 
more accurately despite the level cros- 
sing in the mid left background. 

A second train from Geelong 
behind D?639 followed the one pic- 
tured. The return journey with the 
combined trains was double-headed. 


NEWSRAIL April 1998 


12 00 BENDIGO-BOORT FREIGHT 


Above: North of Kurting P23 powers towards Korong Vale with a special movement of empty 
containers to be loaded with lucerne 

Below: On the return journey a shunt was carried out at the Water Wheel Flour siding at 
Bridgewater attaching six empty hopper wagons. Sun.1.3.98 Borh photos Peter Weickhardt 


RAILWAY HOUSE 
THE HOUSE OF TRAINS 
Model Railway Specialists (all gauges) 


sales, service and pre-loved 
Australia’s biggest ‘G’ gauge stockist 
2 Meninya Street (P.O. Box 66), Moama, N.SW. 2731 
Phone and Fax: (03) 5482 5490 


Position Vacant 


News Editor — NEwSRAIL 


David Langberg, who has been the News Editor for the 

past 12 months, has announced his intention to relinquish 

his role as NEwsRAIL News Editor as from the next issue 
due to work commitments. 


Newsral is urgently seeking an interested person to fill 
this role. The position consists of collating and editing 
reports and sightings received from contributors and word 
process this material into the style and presentation cur- 
rently contained in the magazine. This task is performed 
on a monthly basis with the completed copy being for- 
warded to the typesetter. Basic word processing skills 
are desirable and on-the-job guidance will be given by 
the Editor and typesetter as required. 


Interested persons should contact Barry Eadie, 1 Nolan 
Road, Emerald 3782. (For the time being News Items 
should still be sent to David Langberg’s address.) 


Australias Premier 
= Steam Railway f 


‘COMMISSIONERS’ TOU 
ss 


@ A full day ‘behind the scenes’ inspection tour of the Puffing Billy 
Railway, in the style of the old V.R. Commissioners’ tours. 
@ Travel in the ‘First Class’. fully enclosed ‘Mount Lyell’ carriages. 
hauled by Climax and NA-class locomotives. 


® Guided tours of workshops etc. Morning tea and Luncheon included. 


ENQUIRIES & BOOKINGS 


Forall enquiries and bookings, please contact our Belgrave office, 
during business hours, Monday to Friday. 


Phone: 97546800 _ Internet URL: pbr.railpage.org.au 
PUFFING BILLY - NOW MORE THAN JUST A TRAIN RIDE! 


PBR-39 


BRANCH LINE 
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YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY HOBBY CENTRE 
490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Victoria, 3136 
Phone: (03) 9723 1211 
HOURS: MON.-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


TRAIN WORLD 
624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 9596 6342 


Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 
10 a.m. — 6.30 p.m. 10 a.m.—9 p.m. 9a.m.—5 p.m. 


Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 
Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 


EUS ENGINE SRUaD 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 


5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 9890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


MODEL TRAIN SUPPLIES 
EFTPOS — VISA — MASTERCARD — BANKCARD 
Shop 29, Rosella Street, Doncaster East, 3109 
Phone (03) 9841 8089 Fax (03) 9841 4500 


— The — 
CLASSIFICATION YARD 


NEWSRAIL’S 
Buy, Sell or Swap and Wanted classified ad column 


FOR SALE 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections of books and magazines on railways. 
Weare interested in American, British and Australian Railways. We also have 
lists available of books and magazines we have for sale in the shop. For a list 
please send a SSAE to Train World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East 
Brighton, 3187. Phone (03) 9596 6342. 


Stafford Stamps and Railways Collectables: Our new list of offers is available for 
the asking and features many items brought back from our trip to the U.K. 
recently. Write, ring or fax us for your free copy. Stafford Stamps, Box 73, 
Kew East 3102. Telephone/Fax: (03) 9859 5827. Remember we are always 
interested in buying your surplus railway and tramway books, tickets, badges, 
postcards, etc. 


N class steam loco number plate N426 in good condition and J class steam loco 
number plate J555. Both authentic plates. Open to offers. Alan Cameron, 
25 Newcastle Street, Preston 3072. Phone: (03) 9484 4086. 


WANTED KNOWN 


At last, steam cab rides available to all fans. Well, not exactly! Member 
Barry Merton is now licenced to take passengers in his ‘African Queen’ look 
alike, SL Honeysuckle, on the Yarra. It’s all there, the sounds and the smells, the 
coal fired boiler, gauges and valves and centre stage, a great little steam engine 
powering along. Boat operates out of Polly Woodside and is available for 
charter. For details, ring Barry on 015 806 231 or AH (03) 5983 2090. 
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